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Revisiting the Concept of “Others” and the Relationship between Self and Others in
Laozi’s Philosophy

SHAN Hongze

Abstract: The “others” is the opposite concept for the self, which means something external to or prior
to being. In the history of western philosophy, the concept of “others” was put forward in response to the
dilemma of subject-object dualism caused by modern subjective philosophy. From Kant to Levinas, “others”
was interpreted as the other in daily contact with the subject and the spiritual existence of transcendence.
These two kinds of “others” were defined as the “general others” and the “absolute Other”. which has the
characteristics of alienation, transcendence and initiative. Laozi's philosophy also contains these two “others”
concepts, which showed as “the other” and “Tao” respectively. Through the argument about the “others”,
Laozi emphasized the sense of distance between individuals and the unity of self and Tao. Laozi revealed
two kinds of relationship between self and “others” through the perspective of “natural”. One is the state of
existence of the opposition between self and others to maintain the individual’s natural, the second is the
unity of self and Tao, which is the restoration and adaptation of nature essentially.

Keywords: Laozi; others; natural; other people; Tao



