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The Choice of Profile Photo by Chinese Social Media Users from the
Perspective of Culture

LIN Shengdong, WU Jingjing, YI Yuan & LIU Hongqi

Abstract: Users' choice of social media profile photo is an important means for them to present themselves
in the virtual space. An interesting media observation: most foreign social media platforms are popular with
their own “pictures”, while domestic users rarely choose their own real-life pictures as their profile photos.
In order to further explore this media presentation behavior, an in-depth interview method was adopted
to investigate of 28 Chinese WeChat users. Although affected by individual differences, the reasons why
respondents do not use real-life profile photos are highly similar: one is the psychological protection of
appearance privacy under the social relationship of the differential mode of association; the other is to pay
attention to the judgment and vision of others, and be cautious about the presentation of self-image; the third
is to emphasize the spiritual self and tend to express oneself through the objects.

Keywords: social media profile photo; self; differential mode of association



