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What is Criticism for? Karl Jaspers’ Discussion of Lessing’s Poetics
SUN Xiuchang

Abstract: Lessing is a Socratic philosopher and awakener in Karl Jaspers’ Existenz philosophy. He tried
to break the static, closed and arbitrary concept system, expecting people to take self-transcendental actions
in their incessant pursuit of whole truth out of “consciousness of Existenz” and critical rationality.In poetics,
Lessing emphasized the independent value of “criticism.” As a critic with rational spirit, Lessing’s criticism
refers to the critical reflection by virtue of the right to exercise reason openly. It blazed a path for the poet to
pure truth by discriminating objects, defining boundaries, widening space and tracing roots. With the help of
the clarifying power of criticism and the imagination of poems, Lessing sublated Corneille’s French classical
tragic paradigm and discovered the unique charm of Shakespeare’s tragic paradigm.

Keywords: Gotthold Ephraim Lessing; Karl Jaspers; criticism; poetic imagination; enlightenment spirit

(EEFH114W)

Internet Use and Social Trust
ZHANG Yongqi & SHAN Depeng

Abstract: Based on the 2014 and 2018 China Family Tracking Survey (CFPS) family samples, this paper
introduces the perspective of Internet use and adopts a variety of regression methods to test the impact of
Internet use on social trust in a multi-dimensional manner. Considering the endogenous problems caused
by reverse causality, this paper USES the Internet attitude distance as the instrumental variable and USES
IV Oprobit and system GMM models to constrain the endogenous problems. The results show that Internet
use has a significant positive effect on the improvement of social trust, which is applicable not only to the
static perspective, but also to the dynamic perspective. Heterogeneity analysis shows that highly educated
individuals have greater social trust enhancement through Internet use channels. This paper expands the
research scope of social trust theory and provides a new perspective and empirical evidence for improving
social trust.

Keywords: internet use; social trust; elastic measure; system GMM model



