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On the Meaning of “Ignorance Proposition” from the Perspective of Eastern and
Western Religious Philosophy

DING Jianhua

Abstract: Both in history and modern times, there have the trend of negating knowledge in religions,
among which the representatives include: Nicholas Cusanus "learned ignorance" and Sengzhao "Prajna
ignorance". From the connotation, there are commonalities and differences in three aspects: In terms of
meaning, both propositions think people are ignorant before the Truth, but the difference is that Sengzhao
wants to show the sages have no knowledge of ordinary people, and Nicholas Cusanus thinks the people
have no knowledge about God. Secondly, The theoretical foundations for two ignorance propositions are
different: one is the "void" in the Buddhist philosophy system, and the other is the thinking of God. Last, the
practices of two propositions are different: Nicholas Cusanus thinks "Apophatic theology" is the best method
to understand God, but Sengzhao thinks in order to have the best life people have to lose egocentrism.

Keywords: Seng-chao; Nicholas Cusanus; Prajna ignorance; learned ignorance



