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Internal Drive or External Pull: Motivation Analysis of ""Zero-markup Drug"
Policy Diffusion in 30 Cities

DENG Jianwei, HAO Xueting, TIAN Huilin & YANG Tian'an

Abstract: The theory of policy diffusion motivation has been relatively mature, but still lack of the
policy diffusion analysis framework applicable to China. Besides, the case analysis and empirical research
on the diffusion of specific policies are still relatively scarce, which is unfavorable to test and perfect the
existing opinion. Therefore, on the basis of literature research, we tease out a framework of policy diffusion
motivation for our country, and combined with field interviews and other materials to analyze diffusion
motivation of "zero-markup drug" policy between 30 cities in China. The study found that the diffusion of
"Drug Price Zero-addition" policy is a typical "pilot + promotion" model, which is the result of internal drive
and external pull together. The frame of policy diffusion motivation has strong explanatory power for it.
In addition, internal motivation is the main driving force, and other external causes play an auxiliary pulling
role.

Keywords: policy diffusion motivation; explanatory framework; "zero-markup drug" policy; internal
drive; external pull



