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Can the Establishment of FTA Improve the Level of Geo-economic Relations?
An Empirical Study on CAFTA

LI Peng & YAN Jun

Abstract: Free trade area and geo-economics have great theoretical and practical connection. Grasp-

ing the relationship between the two is of great significance to fully understand the role of FTA and how to

effectively improve the level of regional geo-economic relations. On the basis of discussing the influence

mechanism of FTA construction on geo-economic relations from the economic, political, cultural and tech-

nological aspects, combined with the panel data of 32 countries or regions from 2003 to 2017, the index sys-

tem of geo-economic relations is constructed by entropy method, and the geo-economic relations between
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China and ASEAN is measured. We use SCM model and improved HCW model based on Lasso algorithm to
empirically test the policy effect of the level of geo-economic relations between China and ASEAN after the
establishment of CAFTA. It is found that the establishment of CAFTA in different models has significantly
improved the level of geo-economic relations between China and ASEAN. The policy effect has the charac-
teristics of sustainability and rising trend, with the average contribution rate reaching about 15.65% per year.
These show that CAFTA has successfully promoted the development of geo-economic relations between Chi-
na and ASEAN. Therefore, this paper believes that we should pay attention to the role of FTA construction in
improving the geo-economic relations, actively promote the exchange and formulation of regional free trade
agreements, and improve the infrastructure and institutional guarantee matching with the FTA. We should
also recognize the long-term impact of the construction of FTA on the geo-economic relations, and formulate
long-term development and reform plans. Through these ways, we can continuously optimize the geo-eco-
nomic relations with neighboring countries or regions, and effectively improve the development quality and
level of geo-economy.
Keywords: CAFTA; geo-economics; SCM; HCW; Lasso regression
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The Communist Manifesto and the Centennial Practice of the Historical Mission of

the Communist Party of China
WU Ning & SHI Danyang

Abstract: The Communist Manifesto is the starting point of the belief of the Communist Party of China
and the ideological foundation of the Communist Party of China. The Communist Manifesto stipulates the
people's stand of the Chinese Communists and internally determines the essential attributes of the Marxist
mission-oriented party of the Communist Party of China. The Communist Manifesto made it clear that
"everyone's free development" is the basic feature of communist society and the common value goal pursued
by human society. The Communist Party of China is a model for inheriting and carrying forward the spirit
of the Communist Manifesto and has been exploring for the good life of the vast majority of people in China
and the great revival of the Chinese nation. For one hundred years, the Communist Party of China has
always pursued the realization of “the free development of everyone” as the highest value pursuit, and the
realization of the “community of free people” as the highest ideal. Since its establishment, the Communist
Party of China has demonstrated its pursuit of realizing "the free development of everyone" through the
struggle for the liberation of the people, the liberation of the nation, and the liberation of human society. It
has gone through the new democratic revolution, socialist revolution and construction, reform and opening
up, and the New Era of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics. It constantly externalized ideals and beliefs
into specific goals and actions. Three historical mission of the Communist Party of China over the past
century are saving the country and the people, realizing the rejuvenation of China and building a community
with a shared future for mankind. Three historical missions lead the Chinese people step by step towards the
realization of “the free development of everyone”, which is closely aligned with the triple historical missions
of the Communists proclaimed in the Communist Manifesto. “Building a community with a shared future
for mankind” illustrated by Xi Jinping is critical step for human society in the new era towards a “community
of free people” and significant innovation and breakthrough in Marxist theory and practice.

Keywords: The Communist Manifesto ; the Communist Party of China; historical mission
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